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called and consulted Krishna as to how far the scheme
was practicable. The idea of a Chakravarti or Emperor
of India originated, according to Krishna's explanation,
in the humiliation of the Kshatriya race by the Btahman
Parashurama. The Kshatriyas who escaped death in
the war of extermination waged by that relentless
Brahman warrior against them, formed themselves Into a
coalition of which one was appointed the Chakravarti or
the Emperor. What was, however, intended originally
to oppose the Brahmins became in the end the cause
of their own destruction, for every ambitious king
aspired to be the Chakravarti and tried to subject others
to his rule. Jarasandha, Krishna said, was the Emperor
then and had kept hundreds, of-princes in confinement
at his capital Rajagriha, subsequently known as Patali
Putra or modern Patna. Even Krishna had fled from
Mathura and gone to Dwarka in fear of him. But as
Hansa and Dhimbhaka, two warriors whom he had in
his service, were dead, it was easy for Bhiipa supported
by Krishna and Arjuna to slay him in single combat.
Permitted by Yudhishthira forth started the three war-
riors in the garb of Brahmin mendicants. Reaching the
city of Rajagriha by forced marches they entered it by
a side way and struck and broke the great drum that
Was kept on the gate. Walking through the streets
they took garlands from a flowerman by force and be-
decking themselves with them defiantly entered the palace
of Jarasandha, no one stopping them either through fear
or in respect for their dress. Jarasandha received them
in due form offering them water and honey, but as none
of them accepted the'presents his suspicions were roused